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SPECIAL EVENTS MARCH / APRIL 2017 

2nd Monday 7.30 pm Christ The King, Maryborough 

1st Wednesday 4.00 pm Diocese Executive, All Saints, Mitcham 

4th Wednesday 8.00 pm St. Andrew’s, Rosanna 

2nd Thursday 8.00 pm Lancefield/Romsey 

2nd Thursday 2.00 pm St. Matthew’s, Cheltenham 

3rd Thursday 1.00 pm All Saints, Mitcham 

2nd Saturday 8.30 am Breakfast with Lay President, Holy Trinity, Oakleigh 

4th Sunday 5.45 pm Basket Tea followed by Evensong, St. James’ Old Cathedral 

SPECIAL EVENTS MARCH/APRIL 2017  

Sunday 26th February 4.00 pm 
 
5.45 pm 
7.00 pm 

AGM Bill Brady Welfare and Council Meeting 
St James’ Old Cathedral 
Basket Tea 
Evensong 

Saturday 11th March 8.30 am Breakfast with Lay President Holy Trinity, Oakleigh 

Friday 17th March  Sausage Sizzle for Welfare Bunnings Box Hill. 

Sunday 26th March  5.45 pm  Basket Tea, St. James’ Old Cathedral   

 7.00 pm  Evensong     

Saturday 8th April 8.30 am  Breakfast with Lay President Holy Trinity, Oakleigh 

Sunday 22nd April 5.45 pm  Basket Tea , St James’ Old Cathedral 

  7.00 pm  Evensong 

ANZAC DAY SERVICE  

Tuesday 25th April 7.00 am  Service followed by breakfast 

 Venue:  St. Alban’s Church, 12 Reynard St. Coburg West 

If you would like to be involved in the Sausage Sizzle for our Bill Brady Welfare Organisation 
please contact Warren 9873 1512  

Corrections: The list of events dates and times shown are correct to the best knowledge of 
the Editor. There may be changes made to your program. Branch Secretaries should advise 
the Diocesan Secretary where changes are necessary in future issues of the Bulletin.  

Matter for AMS Bulletin: Closing date for items for the next issue of the Bulletin  
1st of the month preceding publication. Members are invited to contribute matters of  
interest, such as Branch reports, news items, letters to the Editor, etc. The next closing 
date is 1st April 2017  

1 

AMS BULLETIN 
The Official Publication of 
THE ANGLICAN MEN’S SOCIETY 
In the Province of Victoria  
ABN 88198393434 ISSN 0175-9045 
P.O. Box 2534 Cheltenham 3192  
 
 

  03 9551 5718    leonarde-
vans7@bigpond.com 
  www.amsnational.org.au    Donation $10.00 p.a. 

No.: 469 

MARCH / APRIL 2017 



2 

Inside this issue:  

Acting Lay President 3 

Order of Australia, Ivan Holt & Warren Cole 4 

Bill Brady Welfare Organisation 5 

Letter to the Editor 5 

From your Editor 6 

Article -Blast from the Past 7 

Notice - ANZAC Day Service 7 

Article - Our Lady of Vladimir 8 - 9 

The Swan Family News 10 - 12 

Donations 13 

Max Coomer 13 - 14 

Prayer Page 15 

Special Events 16 

15 

I have promised ‘in the power of the Holy Spirit’ to pray to God every 
day, to be a faithful communicant and by active witness, fellowship and  
service, to help forward the Kingdom of Christ’. O God allow us to hope and 
pray for peace. 

God of the nations, have mercy on our broken and divided world. Shed 
abroad your peace in the hearts of all people and banish from us all the 
spirit that makes for war – that all races and people may live as one family 
and in obedience to your law of love.  Amen. 

A meaningful Christian life. 
1. Do you have a special time each day for personal Bible study and 

meditation? 
2. Do you have a quiet time spent in prayer every day? 
3. How many Christian books or tapes have you read or listened to in 

the past three months?  
4. Do you have spiritual goals for your life which you update  

periodically? 
5. Do you share your faith with others in a Bible study or prayer 

group? 
6. Do you have ill-feelings towards someone and feel guilty about  

confessing them? 
7. Do you have a specific sin that you have not confessed to God? 
8. Is your worship time a time of seeking God and is the centre of 

your worship? 
9. Is there an area of your life that needs changing? Maybe  

something you are reluctant to give up? 
 
Pray for the sick and suffering and those who mourn. Remember in your 

prayers those of our  
members and families who have suffered  
bereavement. Pray for the family of Max Coomer. There are others for 
whom we should pray. God knows all by name and our needs. Remember too 
that the brethren seek you out through the power of the Holy Spirit. To 
ask for the blessing of God’s healing power. 

PRAYER & PRAISE PAGE 
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Dear Friends 
Happy New Year to you all and may 2017 be a 
positive year. 
I have nothing to report regarding the position 
of Lay President.  Several men have been  
approached but for various reasons are unable 
to commit themselves at this time. We must 
continue to pray and hope that someone will 
step forward to fill this important role. 
The Diocese  of Melbourne Council Meeting 
and the Bill Brady Welfare Annual General 
Meeting will be held at St. James’ Old  
Cathedral commencing at 4.00 pm. Followed by 
a basket Tea at 5.45 pm then Evensong at 7.00 
pm. on Sunday 26th February. It would be 
great if you could attend to boost morale and 
be involved in discussing the future of the 

Melbourne Diocese Council. Hope to see you there. 
 
May God Bless us all. 
 
Yours in W.F.S.   
Warren Cole. 

Greetings from the Acting Lay President 
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Congratulations to Warren Cole and Ivan Holt on being honoured in the 
Australia Day Awards. Both for Service to the community through social 
welfare organisations. 
Warren’s Service includes involvement in the Anglican Men’s Society in 

the role of Executive Member of National Council. Provincial Chairman  
Victorian Council, President Bill Brady Welfare Organisation, Committee 
Member, Tyler House Trust, until recently Church Warden All Saints’  
Anglican Church Mitcham, Assistant Program Coordinator “Mainly Music”.  
Treasurer Nunawading Branch, Neighbourhood Watch, 1985 – 2oo9 and 
Zone Representative   since 1985 and Recipient, State Award of Honour 
1999. Honorary auditor, Combined Probus Club of City of Whitehorse, for 
many years. 
Ivan’s Service Includes involvement in the Anglican Men’s Society in the 

role of National Secretary.  Victorian Secretary AMS , Committee  member 
Mitcham Branch A.M.S. Executive member, Bill Brady Welfare Organisation 
inc. Chairman Tyler House Trust.  Treasurer Whitehorse Combined Probus 
Club, 2011 – 2016. Foster Parent, Victorian Social Welfare Deparment  
1974 – 1980. 
 
Editor We have  some great members in AMS. Warren & Ivan are 

typical  examples, apart from the official citation they have many  
other activities that take up their time. inside and outside of AMS 
Members of AMS are extremely proud of them. Warren & Ivan now 

join up with Stan Boreham OAM. They do not do anything in halves at 
Mitcham, the ‘Three Amigos”  are all previous Lay Presidents of AMS. 

ORDER OF AUSTRALIA MEDAL 
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SYMPATHY PAGE 

DONATIONS 

Wycliffe Bible Translators -P& G Swan $2,500 

Australian Centre for Mission Aviation $  526 

Kairos Outside for Women $  500 

Royal Flying Doctor Service $1,026 

Open House -Ivanhoe $1,000 

Anglicare $1,000 

OAC Ministeries Australia $1,000 

Prison Fellowship $  500 

Bush Church Aid $  500 

Delgarno Institute-COADE $  500 

  

TOTAL  $9,052 
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Annual Report for 2016. 
I am pleased to report on the activities of the organisation for 2016 
We were able to give  financial support to 10 charities equating to  

$9,052 This has been achieved by a generous bequest, a donation from  
Tyler House Trust the sale of snowballs and individual donations which were 
gratefully received. A Bunning’s Sausage Sizzle is planned for 17th March 
which will boost our funds. 

Thankyou to Geoff our Treasurer and Len our Secretary without whose 
dedication the Welfare Organisation would struggle.  A big thankyou to 
Stan for opening his museum and all our supporters for their donations 

In the past 30 years B.B.W. has donated approximately $275,000 to 
many charities, an average of approx $ 8,000 per annum. 

If you know of anyone struggling financially, let us know, as funds are 
available in this situation to ease their burden. 

May God Bless us all. 
Yours in W.FS. 
Warren Cole – President BBW0. 

AMS BILL BRADY WELFARE ORGANISATION INC. 

Dear Len 
Many thanks for sending the AMS. Bulletin for so long now. Happy 

Christmas to you. Enclosed is a card, not quite the traditional card for the 
season, but the image of the Madonna and Child, St. Peters’ Eastern Hill 
still conducts Icon painting classes which our founder, Bp. John Bayton 
calls writing. 

The Icon School was started by Bp. John 30 years ago when he was  
at St. Peters’. He is now in Brisbane with his wife Anne. Retired of course 
but closer to his family. There were about 10 Icons blessed at St. Peters’ 
this year so we were pleased with this result as it takes on average a year 
to complete an icon. 

 

Cheers and God Bless.  Frank Upfill. 
 

Editor: We congratulate Frank on the fine icon painted by him and the 
story behind it, it makes interesting reading. We have men of many talents 
in our ranks of which Frank is only one. He is a Diocesan member and has 
been for many years. See else where in the Bulletin his Icon and the story 
behind it. 

Letter to the Editor 



6 

A Happy New Year to all our members and friends of AMS 
Here we go for another year of fun, and laughter. Only God knows what 

lies ahead for AMS and individuals, member numbers are declining mainly 
due to ageing of members which is inevitable, however we still have a band 
of committed leaders who bind us together acting out our motto of  
Witness, Fellowship and Service. 

Many years ago when Bishop Ralph Wicks was National President of AMS 
the perennial subject of Promotion was being discussed. he made the  
statement “That if you have a Uniform – Wear It” in a church context he 
was referring to C.E.B.S. uniforms, AMS Badge, Tie and clergy, referring to 
him self wearing his Bishop attire, In AMS circles it is pleasing to note that 
at National Council meetings a large majority of members do wear their 
name tag with the AMS badge attached to it. This applies also in Melbourne 
at Diocesan Council Meetings, St. James’ Old Cathedral, Breakfast with the 
Lay President and branch meetings etc. 

A couple of years ago at St Matthews’ Cheltenham a man turned up one 
Sunday wearing a AMS badge in his lapel, this caused much excitement 
among its members, it turned out that he was from Queensland and always 
wore the badge on the suit he wore to Sunday church, he was made very  
welcome and joined the branch. 

The reason for this article was recently I had to have a hearing test and 
when I had to sign a document I used an AMS Centennial Pen, the specialist 
saw the pen with the printed AMS on it and said are you a member of AMS?  
It turned out that he was James Mc McMullen a son of Neil McMullen  
member of the National Council from Newcastle, James attended the  
National Conference in Adelaide – This proves the point that if you have a 
Uniform Wear It. 

FROM YOUR EDITOR 
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JACK CEMS DIARY 
Well, Bill will say to me, “And have you made your New Resolution?” I 

must have a better answer prepared for him this year. Why does anyone 
make New Year resolutions? Are they the result of over-indulgence at 
Christmas? Are penitential resolutions of better value than those made in 
the full flood of success? I pondered these questions, and then came to an 
important realisation, namely, that New Year resolutions are really a pagan 
form of renewal of life – a renewable which is available to us every time we 
receive the Sacrament. 

My resolutions are made at much more frequent intervals than every 
twelve months – as they rightly should be. The man who, unaided by the 
Holy Spirit, can keep a good resolution for a year is indeed remarkable; I 
doubt if one exists. For us lesser mortals our aspirations to improvement 
in our personal qualities can only be attained by more frequent recourse to 
that one great resource available to us – the Power of God. 

It is sometimes funny the people who recognise that CEMS badge I was 
on top of Australia Tower in Sydney, playing tourist, when a perfect 
stranger. who had just read some scandalous story in his Sunday paper in 
which a clergyman played some prominent part, turned to me and asked for 
my opinion. He paid me the compliment of assuming that, as a wearer of 
the badge, I would naturally be an informed layman of the Anglican 
Church. The Sunday paper story is inconsequential: the importance of the 
CEMS badge is not. 

The moral of this story is If you have a Uniform Wear It !! 

BLAST FROM THE PAST — BULLETIN 229 DECEMBER 
1974 

ANZAC DAY SERVICE 

The 85th Annual Breakfast & Service will be 
held at St. Albans Church. 127 Reynard St. 
Coburg West. Commencing with a  
service at 7.00 am followed by a  
scrumptious breakfast cooked by young  
people of the church under the guidance of 
senior members. We thank Revd  
Kate Heath for continuing this fine  
tradition. 
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